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c/o 34 Totnes Road 
      Paignton 
      TQ4  5JZ 

 
         30 August 2017 
 
By email to: chair@torquaynp.org 
Mr Leon Butler 
Chairman 
Torquay Neighbourhood Forum 
c/o CDT Office 
4-8 Temperance Street 
Torquay 
TQ2 5PU 
 
Dear Leon 
 
Summer 2017 Consultation on the Torquay Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Thank you for inviting the Forum to comment on the above pre-submission draft, to be 
sent to you by no later than 17 September 2017. 
 
I write to confirm that our Forum considered the draft on 24 August 2017.  
 
The Forum welcomed the draft and had only the following comments on the policy 
content for your Forum’s consideration. 
 
Policy E4: Local Green Space 
 
On page 32, under the sub-heading of “Designated Local Green Spaces”, the first 
paragraph refers to the list of sites being in compliance with NPPF20.  It is assumed 
this may be a typographical error and the intention is to refer to paragraph NPPF76 ? 
 
Policy E8: Protected Species  
Policy E9: Lesser and Greater Horseshoe Bat 
 
The inclusions of E8 and E9 on page 35 are fully supported as being very important 
having regard to the reference made to the identified breeding and roosting cave at 
Slandor Park in Maidencombe. 
 
Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Report 
 
Similarly the addition of Section 5.2 to the Habitat Regulations Assessment Screening 
Report is welcomed (pages 10/11). 
 
However, there appears to be no map in the overall document set of the sustenance 
zone and flight paths associated with the cave location identified.  Nor does the 
Screening Matrix of Housing Sites in 7.2 include any reference to the protected 
species, only to the Marine SAC. 
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We draw attention to this for your Forum’s consideration because the Plan is seeking 
to “allocate” sites and the information needs to be included in order to show the 
Assessor the evidence which supports the conclusion reached that no “Appropriate 
Assessment” is required, bearing in mind it is a ‘Basic Conditions’ matter covered by 
Schedule 12 of the Regulations.  It is hoped this comment is helpful. 
 
Housing 
 
The retention of Table 1 (page 13) is good to see though does not show the phasing of 
housing delivery intended by the Plan, preferably using the 5 year periods in the Local 
Plan.   This would aid future monitoring of all three Neighbourhood Plans being 
produced, particularly in respect of the balance sought, and fully supported, between 
brownfield and greenfield take up and ensuring the sustainable balance sought in the 
Plan between jobs and homes is achieved. 
 
The change made to Policy H5 on page 15 (previously Policy H2) is welcomed which it 
is noted now refers to residents living in Torbay for the relevant 5 years as requested 
in our previous response letter of 19 September 2016. 
 
Sustainability Appraisal 
 
The Forum fully supports the approach taken of including the non-technical summary 
as an integral part of the overall report. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
David Watts 
 
Chairman, Paignton Neighbourhood Plan Forum 
 
 
c.c.   Mike Parkes, Forum Secretary 
 David Pickhaver and Andrew Gunther, Torbay Council 
 


